
 

 

 

 

 

H I S TO R Y  O F  HA L L O WE E N  

Like many other holidays, Halloween has evolved and 
changed throughout history. Over 2,000 years ago the 
ancient Celts saw November 1 as their New Year's 
Day. They believed that the night before the New Year 
(October 31) was a time when the living and the dead 
came together. 

 

More than 1,000 years ago the Christian church 
named November 1 All Saints Day (also called All 
Hallows.) This was a special holy day to honor the 
saints and other people who died for their religion. 
The night before All Hallows was called Hallows Eve. 
Later the name was changed to Halloween. 

Like the Celts, the Europeans of that time also 
believed that the spirits of the dead would visit the 
earth at witching hour on Halloween. They worried 
that evil spirits would cause problems or hurt them. 
So on that night people wore costumes that looked 
like ghosts or other evil creatures. They thought if 
they dressed like that, the spirits would think they 
were also dead and not harm them. 

The tradition of Halloween was carried to America by 
the immigrating Europeans. Some of the traditions 
changed a little, though. For example, on Halloween 
in Europe some people would carry lanterns made 
from turnips. In America, pumpkins were more 
common. So people began putting candles inside 
them and using them as lanterns. That is why you see 
Jack 'o lanterns today. 

These days Halloween is not usually considered a 
religious holiday. It is primarily a fun day for children. 
Children dress up in costumes like people did a 
thousand years ago. But instead of worrying about 
evil spirits, they go from house to house. They knock 
on doors and say "trick or treat." The owner of each 
house gives candy or something special to each trick 
or treater. 

Vocabulary 

- witching hour: the time of night when witches, ghosts, 
and other supernatural creatures are said to appear (giờ 
linh) 

Ex: I'm not leaving the house at witching hour on 
Halloween! (Tôi sẽ không bước chân ra khỏi nhà vào giờ linh 
của ngày Halloween đâu!) 

- Jack-o’-lantern: a pumpkin that has had its insides 
removed and a face cut into it with candles light inside to 
use for Halloween (lồng đèn bí ngô) 

Ex: I will make a Jack- o’-lantern for coming Halloween. (Tôi 
sẽ tự tay mình làm một lồng đèn quả bí ngô cho đêm hội 
Halloween sắp tới.) 

- dress up: to put on costumes or clothes to make yourself 
look like someone or something else (hóa trang) 

Ex: I dressed up as a witch for the Halloween party. (Tôi đã 
hóa trang thành một mụ phù thủy trong bữa tiệc Halloween.) 

- trick or treat – according to a custom on Halloween in 
which children knock on people's doors and say “trick or 
treat” when the doors are opened to ask for candy (cho kẹo 
hay bị ghẹo) 

Ex: When the door opened the kids all shouted “Trick or 
treat!” (Khi cửa vừa mở ra, tất cả lũ nhóc đều hét lớn “cho 
kẹo hay bị ghẹo!”) 

Pop Quiz 

1. They had __________ as princes and princesses. 

a. eaten up  b. taken up 
c. dressed up d. paid up 

2. Midnight already! Dare you to go out at the ______? 
a. teatime  b. rush hour 
c. sunset  d. witching hour 

3. A: Do you know what the symbol of Halloween is? 
     B: I guess, it's kind of lantern. It's ______ , right? 

a. hall chandelier   b. sky lantern 
c. Jack-o'-lantern  d. room ceiling light 

4. On Halloween night, children will visit your home and 
say: "______________" as a way of asking for sweets. 

a. Trick or treat!  b. Calm down! 
c. Let's play hide and seek! d. Help! 

Answer key: 

1. dressed up  2. witching hour 
3. Jack-o'-lantern  4. Trick or treat! 

Link: 
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43261
-Relaxing-corner 
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G R A M M A R  MA N  

 

 

 

 

This phrasal verb may be very familiar to office 
workers, so they will pay very little attention to it.  
How about you? “Look forward to” means “Await 
eagerly”, everyone knows it.  However, knowing what 
this phrasal verb means is one thing, knowing how to 
use it is another. 

   th  c m   ng t  n y r t quen thu c v i nh n vi n 
v n ph ng, cho n n h  s   t quan t m   n.   n b n th  
sao? “Look forward to” ngh a l  “H o h c ch    i”, 
c i n y ai m  kh ng bi t. Tuy nhi n, bi t ngh a c a 
c m   ng t  n y l  m t chuy n, bi t c ch d ng c m 
  ng t  n y l i l  m t chuy n kh c n a. 

We’re looking forward to the weekend. 

 h ng t i  ang mong   n ng y cu i tu n. 

I’m not looking forward to her birthday party. 

T i   u c  mong   i ti c sinh nh t c a c   y. 

Suppose you are writing a business letter and you 
want to receive a reply from your partner as soon as 
possible.  In a business letter, no one writes “I want 
you to reply as soon as possible”.  If I advise you to 
write “I look forward to hear from you soon”, I’m 
wrong, too.  Why?  It’s because “Look forward to” 
must come with a gerund. 

 i  s  b n  ang so n th  th  ng m i v  b n mu n 
  i t c c a b n ph c   p c ng s m c ng t t.  Th  
th  ng m i   u c  ai vi t “I want you to reply as soon 
as possible”. T i m  khuy n b n vi t “I look forward 
to hear from you soon” th  t i c ng sai lu n. T i sao 
v y?    “Look forward to” ph i  i chung v i danh 
  ng t . 

So nothing but “I look forward to hearing from you 
soon” is correct.  Similarly, we look forward to doing 
business with your company,  we look forward to 
receiving your order in the near future.  

  y l  ph i vi t “I look forward to hearing from you 
soon”  T i r t mong qu  v  ph c   p c ng s m c ng 

t t  m i   ng. T  ng t  nh  v y, we look forward to 
doing business with your company   h ng t i r t 
mong    c h p t c kinh doanh v i qu  c ng ty , we 
look forward to receiving your order in the near 
future   h ng t i r t mong nh n    c   n   t h ng 
c a qu  v  trong th i gian s p t i .  

So look forward to something, but look forward to 
doing something. Keep it in mind! 

  y l  Look forward to something  Mong   i m t 
 i u g     , nh ng m  Look forward to doing 
something  Mong    c     m t  i u g     . Nh  nh   

Link: 
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43313
-Grammar-man?p=92848#post92848 

WR I T I N G  T I P S  

How to write a Letter of Enquiry 
 

 

 
Useful phrases/words: 
- With reference to: về, liên quan đ n 
- I would like to…: Tôi mu n  
- I would appreciate it if you could…: Tôi rất bi t 
 n cảm k ch n u b n có th   

- at your earliest: càng sớm càng t t 
Link: 
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/4325
6-Business-Writing-Skill 

 

Bob Smith 

2151 Columbus Road 

Poplar, MI 23783 

 

April 5, 2005 

 

Harper Est. 

64 Small Street 

New York, NY 64641 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

With reference to your advertisement 

in the Silver Globe dated April 3, 2005, 

I would like to have a copy your latest 

catalogue. I would appreciate it if you 

could send it at your earliest. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Bob Smith 

 

Hello  I’m  rammar Man. 
Today we talk about ‘Look 
forward to’ expression. 

http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43313-Grammar-man?p=92848#post92848
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C L E V E R  R E S P O N S E S  

 

H m h nh n  tr nh nh ng c u h i “t  nh ” v  

 huy n  i n nong  (Money matters) 

H: L  ng b n nhi u v y? 

 : Kh i h i n  c u h i v  ti n nong.     d :  “   s ng 
qua ng y, nh ng ch a       mua em SH m nh k t.   

Q: How much do you make/ is your salary? 

A: The best way to deflect money questions is with 
humor. Try " Enough to pay my bills but not enough to 
buy that SH I have my eye on!"  

***** 

H:   i    mua nhi u v y? 

 :    p l i b ng c ch h i l i:  Sao h i v y? Th y n  m c 
l m h ?  

Q: How much did you pay for that? 

A: How about responding with a question of your 
own? Say, “Why? Does it look expensive?” 

***** 

H:  i   m c  i nhi u ti n v y? 

 :  ang  n   m c  i, hay nh t c  tr  l i     nh mua 
qu  m  th i   a ti n.  

Q: How much are you giving? 

A: The perfect response when you’re enjoying 
yourself at a wedding is “I am giving what I would 
have spent on a gift.” 

 huy n chồng con   a i al   a u  baby  

H: Sao “ ” l u v y?  ao gi  em l y ch ng? 

 : “ hu n b  xong h t r i, ch  thi u m i ch  r  th i ” 

Q: Why are you still single/when are you getting 
married? 

A: I’ve picked my wedding dress, song, bridesmaids, 
church, cake ...now I just need a groom.” 

Link:http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43280
-Ca-ch-xu-ly-nhu-ng-quot-ca-kho-do-quot-cu-a-dan-cong-so- 

TE L E P H O N E  S K I L L S  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here’s the golden rules for good telephone 
techniques  
 

 Always answer with a greeting ( uôn chào hỏi khi 

trả l i điện tho i) 

Ex: Good morning / good afternoon / good 
evening. 

 Always identify your company ( uôn đưa ra tên 

công ty) 

Ex: Thank you for calling Lac Viet Computing Corp. 

 Identify yourself (Tự giới thiệu về mình)  

Ex: This is the Manager speaking/This is 
Receptionist speaking. 

 Question the caller’s need (Hỏi ngư i g i c n gì)  

Ex: Can I help you sir / madam? 

 Keep a courteous and audible tone ( iữ gi ng nói 

luôn rõ ràng, l ch sự) 

 Listen to the guest carefully and note down the 

points, if needed ( h m ch  lắng nghe và ghi ch  

những đi m c n thi t) 

 Don’t interrupt the guest or break his 

conversation. (Không ngắt l i hay cắt ngang cuộc 

đ i tho i)  

 

Link: 

http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/4325

4-Telephone-Skills 

Guest:   Hello? 
 
Receptionist:  Good morning Sir. Thank you 

for calling Lac Viet 
Computing Corporation. This 
is Receptionist speaking. 
How may I help you, Sir? 

 
Guest: I’d like to…. 

 

How to 
deal 

busybody 
question? 

with 

http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43280-Ca-ch-xu-ly-nhu-ng-quot-ca-kho-do-quot-cu-a-dan-cong-so-
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BR E A K I N G  NE WS  

                  

“Oh my  od ” 

“That sucks. I’m sorry.” 

“You just ruined all of my stuff ” 

You don’t want to spill this woman’s coffee. You really 
don’t because bad things happen to people who upset her--
told you. 

“Just get away from me…  et out of my way ” 

“Oh my  od ” 

 

Watch this video 

Has she got evil powers? Could be. Freaking out the good 
souls in this New York coffee shop, who only wanted a latte 
for crying out loud and maybe a bagel. But not some 
supernatural experience. That was definitely not on the 
menu. Of course it’s a set-up and a pretty good one. 

 ome on… you spotted the wires didn’t you? Movie special 
effects by well, a movie company. The studio behind the 
remake of Stephen King horror classic “ arrie,” deciding to 
mess with people’s heads. Pretty elaborate. And as for the 
girl, she’s really quite nice. See? She’s smiling and high-
fiving the guy. Just wait till she finds out the cafe’s burnt 
her toast though. Hopefully movie bosses aren’t working 
on remakes of “Jaws” or “The Exorcist,” pranking people 
with fake shark attacks and comedy demonic possessions. 

*********** 

                                          

  i tr i   t  i   

 Th t t  qu . Tôi xin l i c  nha.  

 Anh l m   t h t    c a t i r i n    

  n kh ng mu n l m    c  ph  c a ng  i ph  n  n y  ? 
H n l  b n s  không mu n th    u vì n u l  “  ng” ph i cô 
n ng n y, ch c ch n b n s  g p r c r i to – t i c nh b o 
  y. 

"Tr nh xa t i ra….Tr nh ra   

  i  h a  i    

 h ng l  c  n ng n y c  ma thu t sao? D m l m ch . T i 
nghi p m y ng  i kh ch, ch  v  mu n v o qu n c  ph  n y 

  New York    th  ng th c m t t ch c  ph  s a hay nh m 
nhi mi ng b nh ch  c  mu n c i qu i g  kh c   u, th  ma   
   ph i m t phen khi p v a.    cho ti n h  c ng kh ng 
mu n ch ng ki n m t m n ph  di n s c m nh siêu nhiên 
n y   u.  h c ch n l  trong th c   n c a qu n kh ng h  c  
m n n y r i. T t nhi n    ch  l  m t tr    a ho n h o c  
s p   t tr  c. 

Th i n o… c c b n c  th y h t c c m nh kho     ch a?  h  
l  nh ng hi u  ng  i n  nh   c bi t c a m t c ng ty l m 
phim th i.   y l  phim tr  ng n i h  d ng l i b  phim 
“  n th nh n  c a  arrie” - m t t c ph m kinh d  c   i n 
c a t c gi  Stephen King v i m c   ch l  ch i kh m m i 
ng  i.   u c  s  s p   t h t r i.    ph n c  g i, c  th t s  
d  th  ng    ch . Th y ch a?     ang m m c  i v    p 
tay v i g    n  ng. H y c  ch    n l c c  n ng n i gi n th  
s  th y. Hy v ng nh ng nh  l m phim s  kh ng l m l i 
nh ng b  phim ki u nh   H m c  m p  hay  Qu   m     
r i  i l a ph nh m i ng  i b ng m t cu c t n c ng gi  c a 
c  m p hay m t c nh ma nh p h i h  c. 

Link:http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43144-
2013-10-21-Horror-in-a-cafe 

S H O R T  S T O R Y  

Halloween night 
                  

On Halloween night in 2002, four young girls were walking 
down a lonely street, when they passed by an old church. 
Standing outside was a man dressed in a clown costume.  

 

  o   m h i Halloween n m     , c  b n c  g i tr   ang  i 
tr n m t con    ng v ng ngang qua m t ng i nh  th  c . 
  ng ngo i nh  th  l  m t ng  i   n  ng m c trang ph c 
c a ch  h . 

He asked the girls if they had seen his puppy. When they 
said that they hadn’t seen it, the man asked them to help 
him find the lost dog. The girls agreed to help in the search 
and the man in the clown costume led them into the old 
church. 

H n h i th m c c c  g i c  th y con ch  nh  c a m nh   
  u kh ng. Khi h  tr  l i kh ng th  ng  i   n  ng n y    
nh  t m gi p con ch  b  l c.   c c  g i b ng l ng t m gi p 
v  ng  i   n  ng m c qu n  o c a ch  h   y d n h  v o 
b n trong ng i nh  th  c .       

As soon as they went through the door, the man locked it 
behind him, trapping them in the old building. The girls 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ir5q6foPCM
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43144-2013-10-21-Horror-in-a-cafe
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43144-2013-10-21-Horror-in-a-cafe


realized that they had been tricked, but it was too late. 
They tried to flee, but he was too fast for them. 

Ngay sau khi h  v a  i qua c nh c a, ng  i   n  ng    
kh a l i sau l ng m nh, nh t h  trong to  nh  c  k  n y. 
  c c  g i ph t hi n ra m nh    b  l a, nh ng qu  mu n r i. 
  c c  c  b  tr n, nh ng ng  i   n  ng kia qu  nhanh n n 
h  kh ng tho t    c. 

The man tied the girls up and kept them in the old church 
for hours. He did unspeakable things to them and their 
screams echoed off the marbled walls, the wooden 
rafters and the ornate ceiling. After he had his fun, 
the poor unfortunate girls thought he would let 
them go. But they were wrong.  

H n tr i c c c  g i l i v  nh t trong nh  th  c  n y 
h ng gi  li n. R i h n l m nhi u tr  th t kinh t m 
v i c c c   ti ng th t c a c c c  vang v ng ra kh i 
c c b c t  ng c m th ch, c c x  nh  b ng g  v  
tr n nh     c trang tr  c ng phu. Sau khi ng  i   n 
 ng    tho  m n th  vui c a m nh, c c c  g i b t 
h nh   ng th  ng n y ngh  r ng h n s     m nh  i. 
Nh ng h     l m.   

He killed them one by one and then escaped into the night. 
People who saw the clown walking down the street didn’t 
think anything of it, because it was Halloween night and 
many people were wearing costumes. If only they had 
known that his clown costume was red because it was 
covered in blood.  

H n gi t ch t t ng ng  i m t v  sau    tr n tho t v o ban 
  m. Nhi u ng  i tr ng th y ch  h  n y  i tr n    ng ph  
ch ng ngh  ng i g  v   i u   , b i l c b y gi  l    m h i 
Halloween v  nhi u ng  i m c trang ph c l  h i l m.  i  
m  h  bi t    c r ng y ph c c a ch  h  kia m u    b i v  
n  b  b t m u.  

The next morning, the local priest was surprised to find the 
church doors were unlocked. He went inside and, in the 
darkness, he heard a mysterious dripping sound.  

S ng h m sau, v  linh m c gi o x  r t ng c nhi n khi th y 
c a nh  th  kh ng kho .  ng b  c v o b n trong, v  trong 
b ng t i,  ng nghe th y m t  m thanh nh  gi t r t   i l  k  
v  b   n.  

As he walked down the aisle, he saw a pool of blood lying 
on the altar. He quickly turned on all the lights in the church 
and gasped in horror at the terrifying sight that met his 
eyes. 

Khi v  linh m c b  c xu ng l i  i,  ng ph t hi n m t v ng 
m u n m ngay tr n b  th .  ng v i b t s ng t t c  c c 
ng n   n trong nh  th  v  h n h n th  khi   p v o m t 
 ng l  m t c nh t  ng r t h i h ng, kinh khi p.  

The dripping sound was coming from the headless bodies 
of four young girls that were hanging upside-down from 
the rafters. Their blood was dripping down from the bloody 
stumps of their necks and forming a pool on the altar. 

 m thanh nh  gi t  y ph t ra t  c c thi th  kh ng   u c a 
b n c  thi u n   ang b  treo ng  c t  x  nh  xu ng. M u 

c a h   ang ch y r  xu ng t  c c kh c c  kh ng   u   m 
m u v  t o th nh m t v ng tr n b c th nh.  

 ut worse was yet to come. The girls’ bodies were buried in 
the small cemetery behind the church. Just a few weeks 
later, their parents received four mysterious packages in 
the mail. When their parents unwrapped the packages and 
opened the boxes, they recoiled in horror. The boxes 
contained the severed heads of their dead daughters. 

Nh ng vi c    ch a h i h ng   u. Thi th  c a c c c  g i 
   c ch n   ngh a trang nh    ng sau nh  th .  h  
sau    m y tu n, cha m  c a b n ng  i h    u 
nh n    c c c b u ph m b   n. Khi x  bao v  m  
h p, h  ch n l i khi p s . Trong h p l    chi c   u 
l u c a c c c  g i    ch t.  

Some people say that if you visit that old church on 
Halloween night, you will see the ghosts of the four 
young girls standing on the altar. According to the 
legend, you can still hear their screams echoing in 
the darkness. To this day, the man who murdered 
the girls has never been found. 

M t s  ng  i n i r ng n u b n   n ng i nh  th  c     v o 
  m Halloween, b n s  nh n th y b ng ma c a b n c  g i 
tr   ang   ng tr n b c th nh. Truy n thuy t k  r ng b n 
v n c  th  nghe ti ng la h t c a h  vang v ng trong b ng 
t i.   n ng  i   n  ng    gi t c c c  g i l  ai,   y v n c n 
l   n s .  

So, if a man ever comes up to you and asks you to help him 
find his lost puppy, remember this story! 

 ho n n, n u c  m t ng  i   n  ng n o      n ch  b n v  
nh  b n t m gi p  ng ta con ch  nh  b  l c th  b n n n nh  
c u chuy n n y nh      

Vocabulary: 

- costume (n): clothes worn to make somebody look like 
somebody or something else, for example, when 
performing in a play (trang phục  y phục) 

Ex: For the dress rehearsal, the cast will be in full costume. 
   c vai s  m c y ph c trang tr ng trong bu i t ng duy t.  

- trick (v): to cheat or deceive sb. (lừa  g t  dụ d  ai) 

Ex: Hundreds of readers were tricked into sending them 
money.  H ng tr m   c gi  b  l a g i ti n cho h .  

- ornate (adj): with elaborate or excessive decoration (đư c 
trang tr  công phu  đư c trang hoàng lộng l y) 

Ex: ornate carvings in a church (nh ng ch m kh c    c 
trang ho ng l ng l y trong nh  th   

- rafter (n): any of the sloping supporting timbers, beams, 
or boards that run from the ridge beam of a roof to its edge 
(xà  rui) 

Ex: The string is from cellar to rafter.  S i d y d i t  n n 
  n n c.  

Link:http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43261-
Relaxing-corner 

He killed 
them one 
by one 
and then 
escaped 
into the 
night… 
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FU N  A T  WO R K !  

Say vs. Think 

                                      

 
 
Funny Pic 

 
 

CROSSWORD 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN 
 
Complete the puzzle and discover the secret word. 
 

1. J   

2.    

3.      

4.       

5.        

6.          

7.        

8         

9.         

10.           

11.            

12.         

 

1. The first letter of the secret word. 

2. A small night flying animal is a ______ 

3. On Halloween, the children go ______ or 

treating. 

4. On Halloween, some evil creatures practise 

______ magic. 

5. Scary white figures you might see in a haunted 

house are ______. 

6. ______ is on October 31. 

7. Children like to wear skull pirate ______. 

8. A ______ is a large orange fruit. 

9. ______ are evil creatures that often ride on 

brooms. 

10. A ______ is made of bones. 

11. A man who drinks blood is a ______. 

12. ______ are scary and ugly.  

 
 

 

Good Communication Skills - Spends lots of time 
on phone  

Khen:  K  n ng giao ti p t t   Trong   u l m b m: 
N u ch o  i n tho i su t th i.  

Work Is First Priority - Too ugly to get a date  

Khen:    ng vi c l  tr n h t    Trong   u l m b m: 
X u x  qu  ch ng ma n o th m      n n ch  bi t 
c ng vi c th i l  ph i r i.  

Uses Logic On Difficult Jobs - Gets someone else to 
do it  

Khen:  D ng l  l     gi i quy t vi c kh  kh n   
 Trong   u l m b m:  huy n   n   y x  ng cho 
ng  i kh c g m.  

Independent Worker - Nobody knows what you 
are doing  

Khen:  Ng  i l m vi c   c l p    Trong   u l m 
b m:  h  bi t  ang l m c i qu i g .  

M i   ki n   ng g p cho b i c  v  y u 
c u n i dung b i m i xin g i v  BBT   
  a ch  vietgle@lacviet.com.vn.  s  c  
ph n th  ng b t ng  v o cu i n m 
cho c c   ng g p hay, h u  ch.   
Trong b n tin l n n y,   T s  d nh t ng 
1 ph n qu  nh  cho ng  i gi i   p   
ch  Happy Halloween   ng v  s m 
nh t.  Nhanh tay rinh qu  c ng 
Offlish4U n o    
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