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HISTORY OF HALLOWEEN

Like many other holidays, Halloween has evolved and
changed throughout history. Over 2,000 years ago the
ancient Celts saw November 1 as their New Year's
Day. They believed that the night before the New Year
(October 31) was a time when the living and the dead
came together.

More than 1,000 years ago the Christian church
named November 1All Saints Day (also called All
Hallows.) This was a special holy day to honor the
saints and other people who died for their religion.
The night before All Hallows was called Hallows Eve.
Later the name was changed to Halloween.

Like the Celts, the Europeans of that time also
believed that the spirits of the dead would visit the
earth at witching hour on Halloween. They worried
that evil spirits would cause problems or hurt them.
So on that night people wore costumes that looked
like ghosts or other evil creatures. They thought if
they dressed like that, the spirits would think they
were also dead and not harm them.

The tradition of Halloween was carried to America by
the immigrating Europeans. Some of the traditions
changed a little, though. For example, on Halloween
in Europe some people would carry lanterns made
from turnips. In America, pumpkins were more
common. So people began putting candles inside
them and using them as lanterns. That is why you see
Jack 'o lanterns today.

These days Halloween is not usually considered a
religious holiday. It is primarily a fun day for children.
Children dress up in costumes like people did a
thousand years ago. But instead of worrying about
evil spirits, they go from house to house. They knock
on doors and say "trick or treat." The owner of each
house gives candy or something special to each trick
or treater.

Vocabulary

- witching hour: the time of night when witches, ghosts,
and other supernatural creatures are said to appear (gio
linh)

Ex: I'm not leaving the house at witching hour on
Halloween! (T6i sé khéng buéc chdn ra khoi nha vao gior linh
clia ngay Halloween dau!)

- Jack-o’-lantern: a pumpkin that has had its insides
removed and a face cut into it with candles light inside to
use for Halloween (Iéng dén bi ngé)

Ex: I will make a Jack- o’-lantern for coming Halloween. (T6i
sé ty tay minh lam mot I6ng dén qua bi ngé cho dém hdi
Halloween sdp t&i.)

- dress up: to put on costumes or clothes to make yourself
look like someone or something else (héa trang)

Ex: | dressed up as a witch for the Halloween party. (T6i da
héa trang thanh mét mu phu thay trong bira tiéc Halloween.)

- trick or treat — according to a custom on Halloween in
which children knock on people's doors and say “trick or
treat” when the doors are opened to ask for candy (cho keo
hay bj gheo)

Ex: When the door opened the kids all shouted “Trick or
treat!” (Khi ctra vira mé ra, tdt ca 10 nhéc déu hét Ion “cho
keo hay bi gheo!”)

Pop Quiz
1. They had as princes and princesses.
a. eaten up b. taken up
. dressed up d. paid up
2. Midnight already! Dare you to go out at the ?
a. teatime b. rush hour
. sunset d. witching hour

3. A: Do you know what the symbol of Halloween is?
B: I guess, it's kind of lantern. It's , right?
a. hall chandelier b. sky lantern
¢. Jack-o'-lantern d. room ceiling light
4. On Halloween night, children will visit your home and
say: " " as a way of asking for sweets.

b. Calm down!
d. Help!

a. Trick or treat!
c. Let's play hide and seek!

Answer key:

1. dressed up
3. Jack-o'-lantern

Link:
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43261
-Relaxing-corner

2. witching hour
4. Trick or treat!
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GRAMMAR MAN

Hello! I’'m Grammar Man.
Today we talk about ‘Look
forward to’ expression.

This phrasal verb may be very familiar to office
workers, so they will pay very little attention to it.
How about you? “Look forward to” means “Await
eagerly”, everyone knows it. However, knowing what
this phrasal verb means is one thing, knowing how to
use it is another.

C6 thé cum déng tir nay rat quen thudc vGi nhan vién
van phong, cho nén ho sé it quan tdm dén. Con ban thi
sao? “Look forward to” nghia la “Hdo hirc cho doi”,
cdi nay ai ma khong biét. Tuy nhién, biét nghia cua
cum dong tir nay lIa mot chuyén, biét cach dung cum
dong tlr nay lai la mot chuyén khac nira.

We’re looking forward to the weekend.
Chiing t6i dang mong dén ngay cudi tuan.

I’m not looking forward to her birthday party.
T6i dau c6 mong doi tiéc sinh nhat cta c6 ay.

Suppose you are writing a business letter and you
want to receive a reply from your partner as soon as
possible. In a business letter, no one writes “l want
you to reply as soon as possible”. If | advise you to
write “I look forward to hear from you soon”, I'm
wrong, too. Why? It’s because “Look forward to”
must come with a gerund.

Gid s&r ban dang soan thu thwong mai va ban mudn
d6i tac cla ban phic dép cang sém cang tét. Thw
thuwong mai déu ¢d ai viét “l want you to reply as soon
as possible”. T6i ma khuyén ban viét “I look forward
to hear from you soon” thi t6i cling sai ludn. Tai sao
vay? Vi “Look forward to” phai di chung vé&i danh
dong tr.

So nothing but “I look forward to hearing from you
soon” is correct. Similarly, we look forward to doing
business with your company, we look forward to
receiving your order in the near future.

Vay la phai viét “I look forward to hearing from you
soon” (T6i rat mong quy vi phic dap cang s&m cang

tot) méi ding. Twong ty nhu vay, we look forward to
doing business with your company (Chdng t6i rat
mong dwgc hop tac kinh doanh v&i quy cong ty), we
look forward to receiving your order in the near
future (Chung t6i rat mong nhan duwgc don dat hang
clia quy vi trong thdi gian sap toi).

So look forward to something, but look forward to
doing something. Keep it in mind!

Vay la Look forward to something (Mong doi mét
diéu gi dd), nhung ma Look forward to doing
something (Mong dwoc Iam moét diéu gi d6). Nhé nhé!

Link:
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43313
-Grammar-man?p=92848#p0ost92848

WRITING TIPS
How to write a [etter of Enquiry

Bob-Smithv
2151 Columbus Road
Poplaw, MI 23783

April'5, 2005

Howper Est.
64 Small Street
New York, NY 64641

Deawr Sir,

With reference to- your advertisement
invthe Silver Globe dated April 3, 2005,
I would like to-have av copy your latest
catalogue. I would appreciate it if yow
could send it at your earliest.

Yours faithfully,
Bob Smithv

Useful phrases/words:

- With reference to: vé, lién quan dén

- lwould like to...: T6i mudn...

- | would appreciate it if you could...: Téi rdt biét

o'n/cam kich néu ban cé thé...

- at your earliest: cang sém cang t6t
Link:
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/4325
6-Business-Writing-Skill
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CLEVER RESPONSES

J

deal

busybody
question?

HAm hinh né tranh nhirng cau hoi “té nhi” vé

Chuyén tién nong (Money matters)

H: Lwong ban nhiéu vay?

B: Khoi hai né cau hdi vé tién nong. Vi du: “bu séng
qua ngay, nhung chwra di d€ mua em SH minh két."

Q: How much do you make/ is your salary?

A: The best way to deflect money questions is with
humor. Try " Enough to pay my bills but not enough to
buy that SH | have my eye on!"

*kkkk

o

A: How about respo ding - with-a
own? Say, “Why? Doe —

H: Bi ddm cwdi nhiéu tién vay?

D: Pang dn ddm cwdi, hay nhat c tra loi "Dinh mua
qua ma thoi dua tién."

Q: How much are you giving?

A: The perfect response when you’re enjoying
yourself at a wedding is “l am giving what | would
have spent on a gift.”

Chuyén chéng con (Marital status/baby)

H: Sao “&” lau vay? Bao gio em ldy chong?

D: “Chuan bj xong hét rdi, chi thi€u mdi chd ré thoi!”
Q: Why are you still single/when are you getting
married?

A: I've picked my wedding dress, song, bridesmaids,
church, cake ...now | just need a groom.”

Link:http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43280
-Ca-ch-xu-ly-nhu-ng-quot-ca-kho-do-quot-cu-a-dan-cong-so-

TELEPHONE SKILLS

ﬁuest:

Receptionist:

~

Good morning Sir. Thank you
for calling Lac Viet
Computing Corporation. This
is Receptionist speaking.
How may | help you, Sir?

Hello?

I’d like to....

/

good telephone

Here’s the golden rules for

techniques

e Always answer with a greeting (Lu6n chao hdi khi
tra l&i dién thogi)
Ex: Good morning |/ good afternoon |/ good
evening.
e Always identify your company (Luén dua ra tén
cbng ty)
Ex: Thank you for calling Lac Viet Computing Corp.
e Identify yourself (T gidi thiéu vé minh)
Ex: This is the Manager
Receptionist speaking.
e Question the caller’s need (Hoi nguwoi goi can gi)
Ex: Can I help you sir / madam?
e Keep a courteous and audible tone (Gitr giong ndi

speaking/This is

luén ré rang, lich sy)

e Listen to the guest carefully and note down the
points, if needed (Chdm chu lang nghe va ghi chu
nhirng diém can thiét)

e Don’t interrupt the guest or break his

conversation. (Khéng ngat I&i hay cdt ngang cudc

d6i thogi)

Link:
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/4325
4-Telephone-Skills
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BREAKING NEWS
Horror in a Café

“Oh my God!”

“That sucks. I’'m sorry.”

“You just ruined all of my stuff!”

You don’t want to spill this woman’s coffee. You really
don’t because bad things happen to people who upset her--
told you.

“Just get away from me... Get out of my way!”

“Oh my God!”

Watch this video

Has she got evil powers? Could be. Freaking out the good
souls in this New York coffee shop, who only wanted a latte
for crying out loud and maybe a bagel. But not some
supernatural experience. That was definitely not on the
menu. Of course it’s a set-up and a pretty good one.

Come on... you spotted the wires didn’t you? Movie special
effects by well, a movie company. The studio behind the
remake of Stephen King horror classic “Carrie,” deciding to
mess with people’s heads. Pretty elaborate. And as for the
girl, she’s really quite nice. See? She’s smiling and high-
fiving the guy. Just wait till she finds out the cafe’s burnt
her toast though. Hopefully movie bosses aren’t working
on remakes of “Jaws” or “The Exorcist,” pranking people
with fake shark attacks and comedy demonic possessions.

Sk e e e ek
Khi ngwi ¢6 strc manh siéu nhién néi gian

"Qi troi dat oi!"

"That té qua. T6i xin 16i c6 nha."

"Anh [am wét hét d6 cua toi roi ne!"

Ban khong mudn lam dé ca phé cta nguwdi phu n& nay w?
Hén 1a ban s& khong muén thé dau vi néu 1& “dung” phai c6

nang nay, chac chan ban s& gap rac réi to - tdi canh bao
day.

"Tradnh xa toéira....Tranh ra!"
"Oi Chta oit "

Chang I& ¢6 nang nay cé ma thuat sao? Dam 13m chir. Toi
nghiép may ngudi khach, chi vi muén vao quén ca phé nay

& New York dé thudng thirc mot tach ca phé sira hay nham
nhi miéng banh ch& cé mudn céi quai gi khac dau, thé ma
dd phai moét phen khiép via. C6 cho tién ho cling khong
muén chirng ki€n mét man phé dién sirc manh siéu nhién
nay dau. Chac chan Ia trong thuc don clia quén khéng hé cé
mon nay roi. Tat nhién dé chi la mot tro dua hoan hao ¢é
sap dat trudc.

Thoéi ndo... cac ban cd thy hét cdc manh khoé dé chwa? Chi
la nhitng hiéu &ng dién anh dac biét cla mot cong ty lam
phim thoéi. Pay la phim trudng noi ho dwng lai bé phim
“Con thinh nd cda Carrie” - mot tac pham kinh dj ¢ dién
cla tac gia Stephen King v&i muc dich la choi khdm moi
ngudi. D&u cd sy sap dat hét roi. V@ phan co gai, cd that sy
dé thvong dé chi. Thdy chwa? C6 dang mim cudi va dap
tay v&i ga dan 6ng. Hay cr chd dén ldc ¢6 nang néi gian thi
sé thdy. Hy vong nhirtng nha lam phim sé& khong lam lai
nhirng bo phim kiéu nhuv "Ham ¢ map" hay "Quy am" dé
roi di ltra phinh moi ngudi bang mot cudc tan cong gia ctia
ca@ map hay mot canh ma nhap hai hwéc.
Link:http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43144-
2013-10-21-Horror-in-a-cafe

SHORT STORY

Halloween night
Dém héi Halloween

On Halloween night in 2002, four young girls were walking
down a lonely street, when they passed by an old church.
Standing outside was a man dressed in a clown costume.

Vao dém hoi Halloween ndm 2002, ¢ bén ¢6 gai tré dang di
trén mot con dwdng vang ngang qua mot ngdi nha tho cé.
blrng ngoai nha tho [a mét ngwdi dan 6ng mac trang phuc
cta chd hé.

He asked the girls if they had seen his puppy. When they
said that they hadn’t seen it, the man asked them to help
him find the lost dog. The girls agreed to help in the search
and the man in the clown costume led them into the old
church.

Han hoi tham céc ¢ géi ¢6 thdy con chd nhd cda minh &
dau khong. Khi ho tra 107 khong thi ngwoi dan 6ng nay da
nho tim gitp con chd bi lac. Cac b gai bang long tim gitp
va ngudi dan 6ng m3c quan do clia chd hé &y dan ho vao
bén trong ngdi nha tho 6.

As soon as they went through the door, the man locked it
behind him, trapping them in the old building. The girls


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ir5q6foPCM
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43144-2013-10-21-Horror-in-a-cafe
http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43144-2013-10-21-Horror-in-a-cafe

realized that they had been tricked, but it was too late.
They tried to flee, but he was too fast for them.

Ngay sau khi ho vira di qua canh clra, nguoi dan 6ng da
khda lai sau lwng minh, nhét ho trong toa nha cd ky nay.
Céc cb gai phat hién ra minh da bj Ilra, nhwng qua mudn roi.
Céc ¢b c6 bd tron, nhwng ngudi dan 6ng kia qua nhanh nén
ho khong thoat dugc.

The man tied the girls up and kept them in the old church

for hours. He did unspeakable things to them and their
screams echoed off the marbled walls, the wooden

clia ho dang chay ri xuéng tir cac khic ¢ khéng dau dam
mau va tao thanh mét viing trén buc thanh.

But worse was yet to come. The girls’ bodies were buried in
the small cemetery behind the church. Just a few weeks
later, their parents received four mysterious packages in
the mail. When their parents unwrapped the packages and
opened the boxes, they recoiled in horror. The boxes
contained the severed heads of their dead daughters.

Nhung viéc dé chura hai hung dau. Thi thé cla cac co gai
dugc chén & nghia trang nhd dang sau nha tho. Chi

rafters and the ornate ceiling. After he had his fun, sau dé may tuan, cha me cta bén ngudi ho déu
the poor unfortunate girls thought he would let He killed nhan dwoc cdc bwu pham bi 8n. Khi xé bao va mé&
them go. But they were wrong. them one hoép, ho chun lai khiép sg. Trong hop la 4 chiéc dau
Han tréi cac c6 gai lai va nhét trong nha thd ¢ nay 200:C lau cta cdc c6 gai da chét.

hang gio lién. R6i han lam nhiéu tro that kinh tém P Some people say that if you visit that old church on
V@i cac c6; tiéng thét clia cac c6 vang vong ra khoi f'zscaped Halloween night, you will see the ghosts of the four
cac brc twdong cdm thach, cdc xa nha bang gb va m.to iz young girls standing on the altar. According to the
tran nha dwgc trang tri cong phu. Sau khi ngudi dan A legend, you can still hear their screams echoing in
ong da thoa man thd vui ctia minh, cdc c6 gai bat V' the darkness. To this day, the man who murdered

hanh dang thuong nay nght rang han sé dé minh di.
Nhung ho da lam.

He killed them one by one and then escaped into the night.
People who saw the clown walking down the street didn’t
think anything of it, because it was Halloween night and
many people were wearing costumes. If only they had
known that his clown costume was red because it was
covered in blood.

Han giét chét tirng ngudi mot va sau dé trén thoat vao ban
dém. Nhiéu ngudi trong thay chd hé nay di trén dudong phé
chang nghi ngoi gi vé diéu d6, bai lic bay gior 1a dém hoi
Halloween va nhiéu ngudi mac trang phuc 18 hoi 13m. Gia
ma ho biét dwgc rang y phuc cta chd hé kia mau dé bai vi
né bé bét mau.

The next morning, the local priest was surprised to find the
church doors were unlocked. He went inside and, in the
darkness, he heard a mysterious dripping sound.

Sang hom sau, vi linh muc gido x& rat ngac nhién khi thay
clra nha tho khong khod. Ong buéc vao bén trong, va trong
bdng t&i, dng nghe thdy mét am thanh nho giot rat déi la ky
va bi an.

As he walked down the aisle, he saw a pool of blood lying
on the altar. He quickly turned on all the lights in the church
and gasped in horror at the terrifying sight that met his
eyes.

Khi vi linh muc budc xudng 16i di, 6ng phat hién mot ving
mdu nam ngay trén bé thd. Ong voi bat sdng tat ca cac
ngon dén trong nha thd va hén hén thé khi dap vao mat
ong la mot canh twong rat hai hung, kinh khiép.

The dripping sound was coming from the headless bodies
of four young girls that were hanging upside-down from
the rafters. Their blood was dripping down from the bloody
stumps of their necks and forming a pool on the altar.

Am thanh nho giot dy phét ra tir cac thi thé khong dau cla
bén ¢6 thi€u ni dang bij treo nguoc tlr xa nha xudng. Mau

the girls has never been found.

Mot s6 ngudi néi rang néu ban dén ngdi nha the ¢6 dé vao
dém Halloween, ban s& nhin thdy bong ma cta bdn c6 gai
tré dang dng trén buc thinh. Truyén thuyét ké rang ban
van c6 thé nghe tiéng la hét cla ho vang vong trong bdng
t6i. COn ngwoi dan éng da giét cac co gai la ai, day van con
1a &n sé.

So, if a man ever comes up to you and asks you to help him
find his lost puppy, remember this story!

Cho nén, néu c6 mot ngudi dan dng nao dé dén chd ban va
nho ban tim gitip 6ng ta con chd nhé bi lac thi ban nén nhé
cau chuyén nay nhé!

Vocabulary:

- costume (n): clothes worn to make somebody look like
somebody or something else, for example, when
performing in a play (trang phuc; y phuc)

Ex: For the dress rehearsal, the cast will be in full costume.
(C4c vai sé mac y phuc trang trong trong budi tdng duyét.)

- trick (v): to cheat or deceive sb. (Itra; gat; du dé ai)

Ex: Hundreds of readers were tricked into sending them
money. (Hang tram déc gia bj Itra gtvi tién cho ho.)

- ornate (adj): with elaborate or excessive decoration (duoc
trang tri cong phu; dwoc trang hoang 1ng ldy)

Ex: ornate carvings in a church (nhrng cham khic duoc
trang hoang Ing 1ay trong nha tho)

- rafter (n): any of the sloping supporting timbers, beams,
or boards that run from the ridge beam of a roof to its edge
(xa; rui)

Ex: The string is from cellar to rafter. (Soi day dai tir nén
dén ndc.)

Link:http://www.vietgle.vn/diendan/showthread.php/43261-
Relaxing-corner
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FUN AT WORK!
gay Vs. Think

NGi v@y chd khéng phdi vdy déu a nha!

Good Communication Skills - Spends lots of time
on phone

Khen: "Ky nang giao tiép tot" (Trong dau 1am bam:
N&u chdo dién thoai sudt thoi.)

Work Is First Priority - Too ugly to get a date

Khen: "Cong viéc la trén hét!" (Trong dau Iam bam:
X&u xi qué chang ma nao thém dé y nén chi biét
cong viéc thoi la phai roi.)

Uses Logic On Difficult Jobs - Gets someone else to
doit

Khen: "Dung ly I8 dé gidi quyét viéc khé khan!"
(Trong dau 1am bam: Chuyén dun day xwong cho
nguoi khac gam.)

Independent Worker - Nobody knows what you
are doing

Khen: "Ngudi 1am viéc doc 1ap!" (Trong dau 18m
bam: Cha biét dang lam cai quai gi.)

Funny Pic

THE WORKING WEEK

Gob, GET ME THRaUqH

DoNT speak To Mg / !
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CROSSWORD

HAPPY HALLOWEEN

Complete the puzzle and discover the secret word.

%

P o

1. The first letter of the secret word.
2. A small night flying animal is a

3. On Halloween, the children go or
treating.

4. On Halloween, some evil creatures practise

magic.

5. Scary white figures you might see in a haunted
house are

6. is on October 31.

7. Children like to wear skull pirate

8. A is a large orange fruit.

9. are evil creatures that often ride on
brooms.

10. A is made of bones.

11. A man who drinks blood is a
12. are scary and ugly.

Moi y kién déng gép cho bai cd va yéu
cau ndi dung bai mai xin goi vé BBT &
dia chi vietgle@lacviet.com.vn. (sé ¢
phan thudng bat nger vao cudi ndm
cho céc déng gép hay, hitu ich.)
Trong ban tin [an nay, BBT s& danh tang
1 phan qua nhé cho ngu i giai dap 6
ch@ Happy Halloween ding va sém
nhdt. Nhanh tay rinh qua cling
Offlish4U nao!!!
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